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Address of TD

Dear Sir or Madam

I am writing to seek your support for schools such as The King’s Hospital and other secondary schools within the Republic of Ireland that provide education for children within the ethos of the Church of Ireland or other minority faiths.

From the introduction of “Free Education”, successive Governments have supported the distinct ethos and additional distinct difficulties such schools must overcome to provide education for a geographically dispersed religious minority. This was completed not by providing additional funding but by enabling the school to subsidise the Department of Education funding.  

At no time have Church of Ireland secondary schools received additional funding to that of other sectors such as the Catholic Voluntary Sector or the Vocational Education Sector. 

The success of this subsidised education was to the credit of the parents who proffered financial assistance in order to provide their children with the opportunity to be educated within their chosen ethos in what is and remains a denominationally segregated education system.

The previous Fianna Fáil Government broke this contract and as a result withdrew support grants from Church of Ireland secondary Schools that continued to be provided to the Catholic Voluntary schools and Vocational sectors.  In addition, the Government increased the class size for pupils attending Church of Ireland faith schools to a level above the Catholic Voluntary sector.  This is in breach of all that the Republic stands for and the spirit of the founding Constitution.

It has created a circumstance where families wishing to attend a minority faith school receive unequal treatment compared to that of the majority faith within Ireland.

The distinction between Church of Ireland schools and Catholic Private schools   was accepted and deemed laudable by Fine Gael prior to the election and their support was assured.  Now it is understood that Minister Ruairí Quinn TD is proposing to further alienate and discriminate against families wishing to be educated within the ethos of the Church of Ireland.

I urge you to reinstate the support provided by successive governments to Church of Ireland secondary schools and to implore the present Fine Gael/Labour Coalition Government, and the Minister for Education and Skills, Mr Ruairí Quinn TD, to detract from further discriminatory actions that are directed towards the educational opportunities of children and families attending Church of Ireland and other minority faith secondary schools.

Yours faithfully,

